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of Saxony. Even the Tsar Alexander who had
been Frederick William's ally until after Fried-
land consented to take a convenient little slice,
the district of Bialystock.

Frederick William's address to his lost provinces
reaches the heights of pathos:

That which centuries and worthy forefathers, that
which treaties, love, and confidence once bound
together must now be severed. Fate commands,
the father parts from his children; no fate, no power
can tear your memory from the hearts of me and
mine.

And the peasants of Mark wrote back: "Our
hearts almost broke when we read your message
of farewell; so truly as we are alive, it is not your
fault!"

Not only Prussia but the German nation had
become utterly disrupted. The rulers of Wurttem-
berg, Bavaria, and Saxony had accepted royal
crowns from Napoleon's hands and were grateful
for his permission to despoil their neighbours on all
sides. Bavarian newspapers hailed him as the
greatest benefactor of all Germans. When he
came through Saxony the walls of the towns were
placarded with greetings to the first man of his
century, to the hero of heroes, to the immortal
one. The University of Leipzig when he went
there after his Erfurt Congress in 1808, formally
presented him with a chart of the skies to show
that it had for all time named the stars in Orion's